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Mr. Chairman,

Mr. High Commissioner,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

On behalf of the Sovereign Order of Malta I wish to warmly congratulate the High Commissioner on his re-election by the General Assembly to a second five-year mandate. We  are confident that under his inspiring and energetic leadership UNHCR will meet the new challenges faced by the refugees, internally displaced, asylum seekers, stateless people and others in need of help.
Mr. Chairman,
Through its presence in 120 countries, the Order of Malta witnesses daily the complex situations in which populations uprooted by armed conflict and natural disasters are confronted with tragedy and suffering.  We therefore share the grave concerns on the issues addressed by the High Commissioner in his opening statement, in particular with regard to the shrinking of humanitarian space and the rapidly increasing security risks for humanitarian staff.

During the past year, cooperation between UNHCR and the Order of Malta’s worldwide relief agency, Malteser International, has continued in a number of areas and we are most grateful to UNHCR for its support. 
Since 1993 Malteser International has been implementing health care projects for Karen and Burmese refugees in camps at the Thai-Myanmar border. The refugees are fully dependent on international support for shelter, food, education, water/sanitation and health services while income opportunities are limited. Discussions on the possibility for Malteser International to increase its assistance to the camp population are presently being held with UNHCR.  
In the Northern Rakhine State of Myanmar, Malteser International is assisting with the reintegration of returnees from Bangladesh who are faced with poverty, destroyed social and family structures, malnutrition and infectious diseases. Mother child centres for the support of malnourished children and their families have been set up in order to strengthen health care and nutrition services to prevent further deterioration of acute malnutrition in children, as well as to develop self-sufficiency skills of uprooted communities. Furthermore, Malteser International has been involved since 2005 in disaster preparedness projects in the most vulnerable townships of Rathedaung and Sittwe. As UNHCR’s operation also covers these densely populated townships, we would welcome exploring fields of cooperation in this area.
The focus of the Order’s activities in Sri Lanka is presently on the Eastern and Northern Provinces of the country. In Batticaloa and Trincomalee Districts water, sanitation and hygiene promotion for conflict-affected IDP returnees and host communities is being carried out, thereby responding to the needs of returnees for infrastructure rehabilitation. The aim of an assistance project being presently set up 
for returnees in the Jaffna, Killinochchi and Mullaitivu Districts is to complement the resettlement plan of the Sri Lankan Government by improving the access to health care services, providing semi-permanent shelters, as well as adequate sanitation and safe drinking water. After  preliminary talks between our Mission and UNHCR’s Bureau for Asia and the Pacific, Malteser International is now discussing with UNHCR’s representatives on the spot a possible cooperation with a view to enhancing capacity building in the districts referred to.
In Pakistan the Order of Malta is engaged in a combination of relief and early recovery support for victims of the flood disaster in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province and Punjab. Here as well priority is being given to medical care, hygiene, water and sanitation and food distribution. Malteser International is now planning further projects in the fields of rehabilitation and reconstruction, health and disaster preparedness.
Mr. Chairman,

During a meeting held in Geneva last February, His Most Eminent Highness the Prince and Grand Master of the Order of Malta and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees had a fruitful discussion on subjects of mutual interest. The Grand Master offered the High Commissioner continued support and said that the Order would be happy to strengthen its cooperation through further partnerships.
Thank you.
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