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Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

The Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, provides the Council with a welcome opportunity to focus on widespread violations of women’s rights. The Sovereign Order of Malta commends Mrs. Yakin Ertürk on her analysis of the intersections between Culture and Violence against Women. We believe it constitutes an important contribution to identifying the specificities of violence against women. We also share her view with regard to the heightened effects of poverty on women in relation to human rights and human dignity. The elimination of poverty is precisely at the heart of the Order of Malta’s mission, as its worldwide humanitarian activities are aimed at assisting the poor and the suffering.

In a passing reference the Special Rapporteur mentions the situation of women in armed conflict. The Order of Malta wishes to join previous speakers in emphasizing its deep concern at the high number of women and girls who suffer different forms of violence when becoming victims of sexual aggression by militia and armed groups. In addition to the physical and psychological wounds, victims brutalized in war are in some regions confronted with social stigmatization, divorce and exclusion from their family and village community. These are particularly distressing aspects which need to be addressed by providing the necessary assistance. In the circumstances, the Order of Malta has added to its humanitarian action, medical care projects for victims of sexual violence, including Post Exposure Prophylaxis treatment. For  example, in the  Ituri  and Haut Uélé areas of the  Democratic Republic  of the

Congo, 2’900 new cases of sexual violence due to armed conflict were treated last year in the Order’s nine health centres. The ongoing  armed assaults on civil  society in Darfur are having equally disastrous consequences on the population in general and women and children in particular, who are in urgent need of help. The fact remains, however, that the use of rape as a tool of war is totally unacceptable and no amount of humanitarian assistance can overcome the serious after-effects of such cruel treatment. Legislation that foresees the punishment of violence against women and children needs to be abided by and my Delegation sincerely hopes that, during her forthcoming visits to countries concerned, the Special Rapporteur will encourage the authorities to give their full attention to this issue. 

Mr. President,

In concluding I would like to thank the High Commissioner for her report on “Palestinian women giving birth at Israeli checkpoints”. The Order of Malta’s Holy Family Hospital in Bethlehem provides the population of Bethlehem and its surrounding area with high-quality maternity care, enabling women to give birth under good medical conditions. The total number of deliveries since 1990 has reached 37’615. However, when the movement of civilians is seriously impeded and access to the hospital becomes difficult due to roadblocks and checkpoints, the patients’ health is in danger. We therefore agree with the High Commissioner that the annual reporting cycle in respect of this issue should be upheld by the Council.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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