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Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

There are a number of links between the reports submitted to the Council by the Special Rapporteurs on freedom of religion or belief and on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression. This is particularly true with regard to the protection and promotion of the right to freedom of religion.  Ms. Asma Jahangir clearly states that “freedom of religion or belief and freedom of expression are interdependent and interrelated” while Mr. Ambeyi Ligabo  comes to the conclusion that “there is no contradiction between the principles of freedom of religion and freedom of expression; they are mutually reinforcing and enhance the human and spiritual basis of societies and populations”.  

This interrelation and complementarity was also stressed in document A/HRC/2/3 on “Incitement to racial and religious hatred and the promotion of tolerance” examined during the Second session of the Council and referred to earlier by Ms. Jahangir. In this context the Special Rapporteurs, Mr. Diène and Mrs. Jahangir, called on the Council to promote a reflection on the interpretation of article 20 of the Covenant and recommended that the Human Rights Committee consider the possibility of adopting complimentary standards. In his present report, Mr. Ambeyi Ligabo invites the Council to address these recommendations.  Could the Special Rapporteurs advise us as to what steps are being envisaged in this respect and whether they have received support on their proposals?

Mr. President,

We all recognize that enacting laws may not always be sufficient to strengthen human rights norms.  A continuing dialogue in this regard remains essential, and the Order of Malta is therefore committed to promoting inter-religious dialogue. It supports a comprehensive approach that guarantees the rights of religious freedom and freedom of expression, which in turn lead to peace, tolerance and mutual respect.   
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