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Mr. President, Excellencies, Distinguished delegates,

The thematic discussion of the Humanitarian Affairs Segment during this Session on “Working in partnership to strengthen coordination of humanitarian assistance in a changing world”  is of particular relevance in the present context of increasing vulnerability and humanitarian need as a result of the impact of new and ongoing global challenges.

Through its presence in 120 countries, the Sovereign Order of Malta initiates and sustains projects designed to deliver emergency aid, healthcare, as well as training and education. Responses to urgent needs are complemented  by long-term relief programs in the fields of rehabilitation and reconstruction, health and nutrition, livelihood and  disaster preparedness.

In his annual report to the Council, the Secretary-General refers to several ongoing complex emergencies and an unprecedented number of natural disasters. 

On the continent of Africa, the Order of Malta works  in 38 countries some of which are confronted with conflict, epidemics and natural disasters, all at the same time.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo where the Order is pursuing its assistance in several areas by providing care to victims of violence, emergency medical aid and food distribution for displaced and vulnerable local populations, as well as basic rehabilitation of transport infrastructure. Furthermore,  in order to contain a measles epidemic, Malteser International, the International relief service of the Order of Malta, is currently assisting the vaccination of more than 630,000 children in South Kivu. In the same province, Malteser International has helped finance and oversee the reconstruction of a 344 km long road enabling around 300’000 people to be reached by medical teams.  This project was supported by the United Nations Office for Project Services.

The Republic of South Sudan having just gained its independence, its people are starting to shape their new country and the international community has promised to help them along the way to a better future. Malteser International has been working to improve health in South Sudan for 15 years and will continue to assist the population in its fight against poverty and disease. By training medical personnel through a variety of educational programs and running health centers with mobile health teams, its projects aim to enable both the state and the population to continue developing the health care system sustainably.

Mr. President,

The current major food crisis in the horn of Africa due to the region’s worst drought in several decades presents a new challenge of as yet unknown dimension. An immediate response  is essential in order to save lives. The Order of Malta is beginning its emergency relief activities in the region by providing the starving people with essential food items, particularly those living in remote areas, which are not fully covered by relief assistance.

Humanitarian needs are also still very much at the forefront of a number of countries still recovering from devastation caused by earthquakes, floods and cyclones. The Order of Malta’s assistance in Haiti includes programs in the fields of health, water, sanitation and hygiene, disaster
risk reduction and capacity building through income generating measures. In Pakistan, following last year’s unprecedented floods, Malteser International provided emergency relief and rehabilitation  in cooperation with the UN Cluster System.

These large-scale emergencies have also demonstrated the urgency for measures which provide better protection for the future and enable people to help themselves by their own efforts. The Secretary-General calls on the United Nations system and humanitarian partners to strengthen resilience, preparedness and risk reduction. In both Haiti and Pakistan where the Order of Malta cooperates with the United Nations and other international organizations, as well as governmental and community structures and local NGOs, we are working on improving resilience, disaster preparedness and response capacities. These include the development of community-based disaster preparedness through early warning systems and emergency plans, the setting-up of a disaster management system to improve cooperation and operational capability between health care facilities in different regions of the country, mapping of health-related risks and preparation of emergency response for the healthcare sector, as well as training of governmental agencies and health staff in concepts of disaster preparedness and risk reduction. The Order of Malta has pursued a similar scheme in Myanmar as, three years after Cyclone Nargis, it completes its reconstruction program. To prepare the population for possible future natural disasters and mitigate their impact, Malteser International set up disaster preparedness committees in the most vulnerable villages. These committees have developed plans on how to proceed in case of disaster, and have trained their communities in first-aid and rescue techniques. Local teams helped build earthquake- und cyclone-resistant schools and health centers which will also act as evacuation centers in case of emergencies.

Mr. President,

With regard to the issue of “Improving humanitarian civil-military coordination and the use of military assets”, I would like to refer to the international conference on “Humanitarian Diplomacy and International Crisis Management” organized by the Order of Malta and the French Navy at UNESCO Headquarters last January. On this occasion internationally recognized personalities representing  military and civil institutions involved in humanitarian action analyzed the relationships between military forces, government representatives and NGOs on the scene of action. High-level officials  from United Nations agencies, the European Parliament and Commission and the Military Defense shared their views and concerns with regard to the involvement side by side of State and non-State actors such as humanitarian organizations, media, multinational companies and private security firms, whose objectives often appear incompatible. Although participants recognized that recent experiences in large-scale emergencies  demonstrated clearly that military equipment can be essential to saving lives, they emphasized the fundamental need to protect the independence and neutrality of humanitarian action. The search for common ground through enhanced cooperation and coordination based on the recognition of each actor’s role  was considered essential in the pursuit of common goals.

In conclusion, the Order of Malta remains fully committed to its mission by helping to reduce pain and suffering across the globe in close cooperation with its humanitarian partners and the United Nations.
Thank you Mr. President.
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