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Mr. President,

Madam High Commissioner,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

In a spirit of humanity, the Order of Malta fulfils its mission in the service of the poor and the sick, the socially isolated, the victims of persecution and the refugees of any race and religious faith. Its humanitarian action and specific nature are based on its Christian origin. In the framework of its worldwide activities, the Order is called upon to provide assistance to populations with very different religious, cultural and ethnic identities and it is therefore particularly aware of the dangers defamation of any religion, wherever it may occur, can bring about. 

The recommendations submitted to the Council by the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in document A/HRC/9/12 have therefore received our full attention. We thank the Rapporteur for his call on governments to fully comply with their obligations in regard to freedom of religion and freedom of expression, as these freedoms are essential to the promotion of tolerance and respect for all religions and beliefs. Sadly, tragic events remind us daily that violence based on religious hatred continues to bring suffering on populations in all parts of the world.  

With regard to strengthening the role of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, the Order of Malta supports the Special Rapporteur’s commitment for universality and his recommendation that equal treatment be given to defamation of all religions so as to avoid prioritisation of different forms of discrimination, even if, for historical, cultural and geographical reasons, their underlying causes vary. Although appropriate national legislation and international legal instruments are indispensable tools in the protection against acts of hatred caused by the clash of cultures and religions, special attention must be given to promoting mutual understanding namely through education. Learning respect for others and for dialogue is an essential element of human education. In this context, civil society and the media have an important role to play. Through global channels of communication, every citizen can contribute actively to the dialogue among civilizations both privately and in public life. However, it is foremost the duty of states to demonstrate the necessary political will to counter the rise of racial and religious intolerance while at the same time initiating policies that advance respect for religious and spiritual pluralism through dialogue and interaction between communities. 

Mr. President,

The Order of Malta, guided by its humanitarian principles of impartiality and independence, and its Christian values, carries out its activities according to its longstanding tradition in cooperation with local communities, without distinction of religion, race or origin. The Order is committed to upholding the dignity of the human being as a basic ethical value by opposing discrimination and promoting tolerance, respect for and freedom of religion and belief for everyone. In this spirit we look forward to cooperating with Mr Githu Muigai. 

Thank you, Mr. President.
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