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Mr. President,

Madam High Commissioner,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

In her opening statement, the High Commissioner shared with the Council many of her deep concerns with regard to ongoing human rights violations around the world.
The Delegation of the Sovereign Order of Malta wishes to commend her and OHCHR for speaking out clearly and reacting immediately to unfolding recent events in many countries by supporting the aspirations of citizens who are claiming their rights.

We also welcome the renewed attention given by the Council during this session to the distressing subject of violence against women. The reports before us of OHCHR, the Special Rapporteur and on the expert workshop not only underscore the depth of the problem but also emphasize the need for a holistic approach by addressing the interconnections between all forms of violence against women, its causes and consequences. While effective prevention depends on the implementation of appropriate legal, structural, institutional and social safeguards, assistance to victims should focus on their immediate concerns, particularly by providing medical and psycho-sociological care. For example, the Order of Malta’s projects in areas of conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo aim not only at  improving the physical and mental health status of victims of sexual violence but also to help them fight the social stigma which is all too often connected with rape by providing expert counseling to their partners and families. Such individual attention will always remain an important part in our endeavor to end violence against women.
Mr. President,
The right to health and the question of human rights and extreme poverty are intimately linked to the medical, social and development activities carried out by the Order of Malta in 120 countries. In his report, the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Anand Grover, examines “the crucial role that health plays in development” and refers to the need to focus on vulnerable populations. The Independent Expert on human rights and poverty, Ms. Magdalena Sepulveda Carmona, calls for a “particular focus on the most vulnerable and marginalized groups” during the ongoing recovery from the economic and financial crises. She also urges states to “adopt a comprehensive long-term strategy for sustainable development aimed at addressing the root causes of poverty”. Health and development are key factors in our fight against poverty and it is precisely for these reasons that the Order of Malta’s programs aimed at poverty reduction include multiple components such as healthcare and health education, food security, capacity development for local infrastructures, livelihood measures such as skills development, as well as social programs to ensure access for people to income security. Initiatives to support self-sufficient livelihoods among those impacted by 
poverty are most likely to ensure sustainability, thus enabling them to live a healthy life in dignity. 
Mr. President,

We all share the responsibility for not only recognizing, but above all for implementing the human rights of the most marginalized members in our societies. International collective action is therefore urgently required for us to succeed and win the fight against poverty. The Order of Malta remains committed to helping achieve this goal.
Thank you Mr. President.
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