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Mr. President,

Under-Secretary-General,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Allow me first of all to seize the opportunity to congratulate Mr. John Holmes on his appointment as Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator. My Delegation joins previous speakers in thanking him for his comprehensive introduction into our general debate. We wish him much success in carrying out the objectives of the United Nations in this extremely important field. 

During the High-level segment the Ministerial Roundtable Dialogue focussed on the Millennium Development Goals’ main overall objective of eradicating poverty. In accordance with its longstanding traditions, assistance to the poor and the suffering is at the heart of the Order of Malta’s humanitarian and spiritual mission. Our Order is fully aware of the multiple factors that need to be addressed in view of vanquishing extreme poverty and hunger and recognizes the challenges ahead with a view to achieving the MDGs. The Order’s presence in 120 countries covers activities in the fields of health care, including programs to improve maternal health, reduce child mortality, combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, provide education and promote the empowerment of women. The Order is thus contributing to driving this agenda forward within the framework of its possibilities. 

In his report on “Strengthening of the coordination of emergency humanitarian assistance”, the Secretary-General highlights the necessity of broadening humanitarian partnerships and, with full respect of their independence and neutrality, invites all relevant organizations to coordinate their work.  UN agencies, governments and NGOs are regular partners of the Order of Malta in the field. For example, in cooperation with UNICEF and WHO, it presently ensures health care for over 115,000 people in Darfur, while providing medical supplies to more than 30,000 in Northern Sudan. In order to strengthen its cooperation with international organizations further, the Order of Malta has recently signed agreements with the FAO in Rome, IOM in Geneva and the Organisation of American States in Washington. 

We are also convinced that mobilizing local people and building on existing capacities enhances the effectiveness of needs-based humanitarian assistance. The Order of Malta’s worldwide relief service, Malteser International, traditionally works through local partners, thereby seeking to place them at the centre of its relief effort through cooperation at a strategic level or on a day-to-day basis. The training of local staff is also a priority for Malteser International which offers not only relief, but also development-oriented rehabilitation aid by accompanying those affected by disaster until they are able to take control of their own lives again.

In this spirit, the Order of Malta continues its wide programme of humanitarian aid across the worst affected countries by the Tsunami. Emergency relief was followed by   rehabilitation programmes including psycho-social counselling for traumatised families, the establishment of basic health-care facilities, the provision of safe drinking water supplies and the reconstruction of homes, schools and hospitals destroyed by the tsunami. A number of interventions have the aim of creating sustainable incomes for those who had lost all means of supporting themselves. Equally, water and sanitation programmes are an integral part of the Order’s humanitarian assistance in Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand. At a recent strategy workshop organized  by   Malteser   International  -  attended   by  representatives   of  the   Sri   Lankan 

government, UNICEF, as well as national and international partners - a standing working group was established to set up guidelines on best practices for water, sanitation and hygiene projects. An outlook on the United Nations International Year of Sanitation 2008 was also part of the agenda.

Mr. President,

We share the Secretary-General’s deep concern, with regard to security problems faced by aid workers in several parts of the world. We strongly support the Secretary-General’s appeal to governments to facilitate the safe and unhindered access of humanitarian personnel to populations whose survival is at risk, in accordance with international humanitarian law. Through its programmes in Afghanistan and Darfur, the Order of Malta has experienced the acute dangers referred to by the Relief Coordinator in his opening remarks yesterday. As he and several delegations underlined so accurately, a lack of security and access endangers the lives of those in distress by preventing the delivery of humanitarian aid. 

Turning to the dramatic subject of gender-based violence in humanitarian emergencies, we thank the Relief Coordinator for drawing special attention to the extremely worrying upwards trend in the numbers of victims of sexual violence. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Order of Malta is presently running several medical care programmes for assistance to victims of social aggression. During 2005 local medical staff specially trained in treatment of victims by Malteser International, provided medical and psycho-social aid to more than 10.000 mistreated girls and women in health centres in the regions of Ituri and South Kivu.

With regard to the Central Emergency Response Fund, my Delegation has noted that consideration is being given to allocate funds to non-UN actors. Such direct contributions to independent aid agencies would no doubt strengthen the humanitarian response system and it is therefore with interest that we shall follow further discussions that may lead at a later stage to a General Assembly decision on this matter.

Mr. President,

Whether the cause be flood or famine, earthquake, hurricane or war, the Order of Malta’s organisations across the globe are actively engaged in responding to disasters on the basis of the principles of neutrality, impartiality and independence. In closing, allow me to reiterate the Order’s commitment to high quality standards through efficiency and effectiveness in humanitarian aid for the benefit of the populations in need. 
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