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Mr. High Commissioner,

Ministers,

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates,

The Sovereign Order of Malta shares the High Commissioner’s deep concern with regard to the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the Middle East and welcomes the convening of this Ministerial Conference to promote concrete action by addressing the needs of the refugees and displaced persons. While Iraqi society is confronted daily with extreme violence, we are witnessing a situation of rare complexity which requires our urgent attention and above all full support of our fellow human beings caught up in this tragedy.

The Order of Malta’s worldwide relief service, Malteser International, has been working in Northern Iraq since 1995. Due to the tense security situation it is presently, like many other humanitarian actors, carrying out its projects through local Iraqi partners. The objective of this assistance is to help overcome the deterioration in the health and education sectors and to fight the lack of certain basic services like water supply. For example, in 28 villages, the construction of wells and water distribution systems has improved the water supply for a total of 120’000 people. In partnership with the Department of Health in Erbil, laboratory equipment has been provided for 13 hospitals in the region. In Kirkuk, Malteser International has taken part in the construction of a public training and education centre for young people and is supporting socially weak families. It is also continuing to finance the operation and equipment of a health care centre in Karamless. Furthermore, the extension of its medical assistance to internally displaced persons (IDPs) is presently being evaluated. 

With regard to Iraqis who have fled to neighbouring countries, the Order is presently engaged, together with its local partners, in a process to determine ways and means of providing health care at field level to refugees in the Syrian Arab Republic. We shall be in a position to announce relevant information in the near future.

Mr. High Commissioner,

We fully agree that burden-sharing and solidarity are key elements of the comprehensive international approach this Conference is seeking. In the context of continual human dramas, care for refugees has always been a priority in the Order of Malta’s mission. As in previous crisis, the Order is committed, within the framework of its capabilities, to making its contribution to the international community’s efforts to alleviate the suffering of refugees and displaced persons by responding to the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people both within and outside their country.

Thank you.

