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Mr. President,

Distinguished Delegates,

My Delegation thanks the Special Rapporteurs on the right to health and on violence against women, as well as the Independent Expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty for their most informative reports. Caring for the sick and the poor has always been the mission of the Sovereign Order of Malta and remains its focus today. 

The Order shares Mr. Anand Grover’s views that “States need to comply with their obligations to respect, protect and fulfill the right to health through the enactment of legislation”, and also that “ law concerning health practices and behaviours can protect the health of individuals or create barriers to effective health interventions and outcomes” . In the context of the subjects raised in the report, criminal laws often infringe not only on the right to health but also on economic, social and cultural rights, like impeding access to employment or housing, thus undermining ultimately the inherent dignity of persons upon whom the international human rights framework is based.
Through its HIV prevention programs in southern India, the Order of Malta addresses the complex problems arising through transmission of HIV from sex workers to persons who have migrated from rural to urban areas in search of work, leaving their families behind in the villages. Upon their return home, they face stigmatization and discrimination in their communities. It is therefore vital to incorporate into the implementation of the right to health a comprehensive approach including prevention through awareness creation, medical care, as well as support through assistance and counseling.

The Order’s medical work also includes care for HIV-positive mothers and their infants and here again we witness the impediments caused by stigma, discrimination and violence.  Mothers  should have easy access to health services and education and be provided with better assistance and accurate information. Any criminalization through domestic law would be deeply damaging. 

With regard to the report before us on the question of human rights and extreme poverty, we commend Mrs. Magdalena Sepúlveda Carmona for emphasizing the importance of guaranteeing access for older persons to social services, in particular health care, safe and drinkable water and safe food. We also share her view on the necessity for the international community to assist and cooperate in order to help countries progressively realize the right to social security. 

The Order of Malta welcomes the Council’s determination to intensify efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women. By focusing on the topic of reparations, Ms. Rashida Manjoo illustrates many of the problems that need to be addressed with a view to helping women and girls  overcome violence they have suffered. While reparations are vital to assisting victims, it is equally fundamental to engage in prevention activities, such as gender equality in the fields of education, healthcare, employment, ownership, etc. With regard to the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, we share the Special Rapporteur’s concerns. The Order is continuing its medical and psycho-social assistance for victims of sexual aggression in several areas of conflict. 

We would welcome the adoption of the draft resolution being prepared on this subject. It covers the root causes of violence against women and provides strong recommendations to States, including a call on the latter to support initiatives undertaken by NGOs, the private sector, faith and community groups, aimed at promoting women’s human rights and gender equality, and preventing violence against women and girls. The importance of the engagement of all stakeholders is further emphasized in the request addressed to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a compilation of good practices in the prevention of violence against women.
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